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This year’s EcoBuild conference, held at
London’s Excel Centre between the 1% to 3™
March, was the biggest conference in terms of
numbers of exhibitors and people visiting that
| have been to in over 5 years. There was in
the region of 1300 exhibitors completely filling
both the North and South halls of the
conference centre.

Whilst there were a number of high profile
speakers, our focus was to talk to the

exhibitors and find out their view of the

Entrance to the ExCel conference
centre March 2011

market, in terms of both buoyancy and
direction.

What we found was an increased level of confidence in the renewable energy market, partly
buoyed by political direction, in terms of the feed-in-tariff, renewable heat incentive and the
focus on retrofit, and the economic conditions, where a fear of rising energy costs is causing
people to look at different sources of energy.

However, this is not the only reason for the
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: 7 € increased buoyancy. In contrast to previous
retrofi - ~ ge = conferences you got the feeling that the
Y 9% 4l .. & market is really starting to mature -
R renewable energy is starting to feel much
more like a workable reality grounded in facts
for the mass market rather than a concept for
those trying to improve their environmental

credentials.

View of retrofit stand March 2011 Grognd Source Heat Pymps (GSHP’s) in
particular seem to be coming of age.
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This of course proved not to be the case as thermal
conductivity and diffusivity of ground conditions,
water-flow through the strata and the water level
and groundwater variation can all impact the
performance of GSHP’s. The acceptance and
understanding of this by the industry should ensure
that past failed installations and over claims are not
repeated and this in turn will drive consumer
confidence.

There was a lot less micro-wind solutions than at
previous conferences, but there were a lot more
larger-scale solutions that could be used to

support communities and businesses energy
requirements.
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View of the Dimplex UK stand,
EcoBuild, March 2011

We have worked with Kier on the feasibility of using screw piles, depending on ground
conditions as a sustainable solution for wind turbine installations

Anaerobic digestion solution providers also featured strongly at the conference. | believe
that wider use of this technology could not only help reduce the amount of waste going to
landfill, as it breaks down organic waste to produce the bio-gas, but could be a form of power
generation that is small enough to make it feasible for communities to run their own power

generation solutions, subject to completing an environmental impact assessment of the
proposal.

View of , EcoBuild, March 2011

Excellence in Geotechnical and Environmental Services

We are a trusted supplier of choice for Geotechnical and Environmental Services for our customers by delivering consistent

quality and reliability, taking seriously our obligations to operate safely and sustainably, valuing and supporting our work-
force and delivering value for money for our customers.

The most dramatic increase in exhibitors was for
micro to macro scale solar panel exhibitors, in
particular the amount of overseas interest of
providing solar solutions to the UK, especially from
China, was much higher than expected. This
'/ﬁ," suggests that there is a real momentum behind this
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However, rightly or wrongly | was still less convinced about
the arguments for the readiness of the market for solar than
the other renewable solutions.

Finally the other core focus for Geo-Environmental was the
sustainable housing market. Over the last five years we
have been very pleased for our services to support Huf
Haus in their drive to build high quality sustainable housing
in the UK, but we were surprised at the number of new
entrants looking to enter the UK market in terms of both
sustainable housing and commercial property solutions.

The range of different suppliers trying to engage with the
UK market indicates that this is a sector that could really View of the Interflora stand,
take off over the next 24 months. EcoBuild, March 2011

So how can Geo-Environmental help? As many of these suppliers are either new to the UK
market, or are looking to expand domestically within the UK, the services of an organisation
that not only understands local ground conditions, but has built up a comprehensive dataset
of geological and environmental conditions locally could be very useful

In the South East, London, South West and
Anglian regions we have undertaken more
than 5,000 investigations, building up a
detailed map of borehole logs, historical
usages, environmental issues and the
geology of the area. The detailed knowledge
base that we have built up from these
investigations, allows us to provide an
informed view of potential geological and
contamination risks to our  clients for most
sites within these regions, even before
Huf Haus stand, EcoBuild, March 2011 visiting site.
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